
Minutes of Board Conference Call Meeting of January 17, 2016 

Prior to the onset of the meeting, Rob Bass asked Gary Keibler to give an update on Board Member, Bill 

Wire.  Gary said Bill and Marilyn had sold their farm, all their live stock and Bill was in a nursing facility 

but was able to spend the holidays with the family.  Pearce McKinney, former 2015 board member, had 

received a second stage of chemotherapy and was still very active with the farm and his business as 

email reported by Charlie Bedinger. 

The meeting was called to order at 1:03 PM PST by President Rob Bass.  

Those present:  Brent Van Sickle, Gary Keibler, Rob Bass, Laurel Field, Jason Pelzel, and Ed Barnes 

Those absent: Susan Brooks, Bill Wire, Charlie Bedinger  

Secretary’s Report:  Ed Barnes stated that the former minutes had been approved and placed on the 

website as amended.  Secretary Barnes reported that during the year 2015, there were 812 registrations 

of sheep.  (771 were actual new registrations and 41 were registrations of sheep into our Association 

which were already registered in St. Croix Hair Sheep Breeders, Inc.) He went on to say that there were 

311 transfers.  Paid membership through 2015 was 129. In 2015, new members to our Association 

totaled 39.  Fifteen different states are represented with Oregon accounting for 11, Kentucky for 6 and 

Texas for 6, as the top three.  Since our reestablishment which started with member no. 1001 and now 

the latest new member number is 1215.  Like all Associations, members come and go. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Gary Keibler, treasurer, sent 3 reports to Board members: 1. SCHSIA 2015 CY 

INCOME AND EXPENSES; 2. PREMIER REGISTRY 2015 INCOME AND EXPENSES; and 3. 2016 PROPOSED 

BUDGET.  Gary slightly changed the format of accounting to reflect spending rather expenditures to 

coincide with the Web master reports which are on a calendar basis and easier to compare.  Gary briefly 

discussed expenditures for 2015 stated that the Association profited about $3000. Final bank balance 

was $8156.08. Gary said he had received a check from Bank of America and opened an account at US 

Bank as it had branches close to Elisha Young (Premier Registry) and himself.  He mentioned that it was 

necessary to have a second signer in case something would happen to the Treasurer.  The other signer 

has been the secretary and it is possible for the current secretary to go to a local branch of US Bank in 

Oregon and sign an authorization card, have it notarized, and forward it to the current branch holding 

the account.  Gary said he would email the account number, password and routing number to the 

secretary.  At present, most checks over the $250 amount have been authorized by the secretary via 

email.  At this point, Gary omitted the proposed budget.  Later in the meeting it came to him that it had 

been omitted and he thought his budget should be reviewed by each Board member and if alterations 

were needed by committee members they could be made and then voted on and approved.  President 

Bass said he would place the budget on the February Board Meeting and vote to approve. 

Committee Reports: 

1. Newsletter:  President Bass said Shannon Van Sickle will continue to handle the newsletter.  

President Bass said he had Michelle Harris volunteer to help with the newsletter as she is a good 



writer.  Currently, we send the newsletter by email electronically.  Previously, we had printed 

copies and mailed them. Question: Should we print some copies of each newsletter?  Discussion 

followed.  Thoughts from board members were: 1. We don’t need to print because there are 

few members that don’t have email addresses (Actually only 7) (Secretary Barnes said he would 

send a letter to those with no email addresses and ask if they would like to have a mailed 

newsletter); and 2. We should print a few to keep in touch with those who don’t use computers;  

and 3. They make good promotional information to our Association at livestock events; and 4. 

Printing and mailing is very expensive.  President Bass suggested we table this topic until next CC 

meeting. 

 

2.  Brochure:  Laurel Field discussed and reminded all of the progress and proposed changes that 

were discussed at the Annual Meeting in Oklahoma.  She was interested in getting input on any 

updates that might be needed in the written portion and would like anyone who has good 

pictures to forward them to her for possible inclusion in the final product.  Laurel reviewed the 

decision to print 25 copies at no cost to members and a nominal graduated fee if more were 

needed and have a template available so members could print their own.  She said they were 

close to the final product but needed a final say on the new logo. 

3. Face book page:  Membership is increasing on the SCHSIA face book page.  We now have 12 

members.  It was suggested that we again mention it in the next newsletter or anytime we 

contact membership to encourage more interaction on the face book page.  Laurel said she will 

post it again on St. Croix Hair Sheep Enthusiast.  She suggested we have a tab on the Website 

which would navigate directly to the face book page. 

4. At this point President Bass asked to include the Advertising committee report as it was not on 

the agenda.  Ed Barnes said he would continue with the chairmanship.  He said he 

recommended that we drop Hobby Farms from our current advertising and asked for 

suggestions from the Board on its replacement.  Laurel Field said she saw an ad in the Sheep 

Magazine where a group of breeders had gone together to advertise.  It was quite impressive 

and it would let people know that we are still around as an Association if SCHSIA sponsored it in 

some form.  Ed Barnes mentioned that this was done a few years ago by a group of St. Croix 

Breeders but it was felt it generated little interest for the expense. 

Old Business:  

1. First item on the agenda was the logo update.  Brent Van Sickle said we needed a decision on 

the proposed updates.  He moved to vote on the proposed logo updates to pick one .  It was 

seconded by Gary Keibler.  Discussion followed.  Ed Barnes said that the existing logo should be 

included in the vote. Motion was amended.  Vote was three votes for updated logo number 2 

and two votes to keep existing logo. Motion passed.  

2. Web site update:  Gary Keibler mentioned that Doug Meyer was good at setting up a website 

but did not have newer tools for new website design.  Brent Van Sickle volunteered his wife 

Shannon to help with a new design.  As time was getting late, President Bass moved on to new 

business. 



New Business:  

1. Replacement of Southwest Director:  No one had an immediate candidate in mind for a 

replacement for Bill Wire.  After a short discussion, Gary Keibler said he would contact Marilyn 

and see if any of their clients in California might take his position.  President Bass asked the 

Board to try and think of a potential replacement within their contacts. It was suggested a 

survey of the number of members in this region be reviewed to be sure there is a balance in 

the boundary areas for each director.  This will be reported on the next Board meeting. 

2. 2016 Annual Meeting:  Ed Barnes mentioned that the St. Croix Breed will be the feature breed 

at the Oregon State Fair and now would be the venue for the annual meeting.  He would start 

setting up motels, dining, etc. but would like topics of interest to line up speakers for the 

educational portion of the meeting.  President Bass mentioned predator control as a potential 

subject of interest.  Ed Barnes asked for other topics of interest to be emailed to him. 

 

President Bass said it was time to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 2:28 PST 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Barnes, Secretary SCHSIA 

 

 


